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Silvia Federici argued in the ¢ÃÂÂ70s that capitalism relies on unpaid domestic labour undertaken by women. Her words ring with new resonance today Feminist posters see red womens workshop architectural review Image: See Red Women¢ÃÂÂs Workshop AÃ Âwage is something you take home at the end of the day. If youÃ Âhave a job you might
bring home the bacon. Apparently,Ã Âa wage is not made in the home. But workers are: the nuclear family is ¢ÃÂÂa social form built on contradiction¢ÃÂÂ, and raising childrenÃ Âis reproductive labour. The essential continuation of a steady and viable line of workers-to-be is part of government policy, from child allowance and tax credits for nursery
to free dentistry for pregnant women. It is also government policy that women do the majorityÃ Âof this work in the early years. Without fully equal parental leave there can be no possibility of equal pay or rights. Silvia Federici and the Wages for Housework campaign, which began in 1972 and included Wages Against Housework, a book published in
1975, proposed the radical and incendiary project of pay for the work done by women in the home. For Federici the link between these two ideas ¢ÃÂÂ a wage and housework ¢ÃÂÂ was a political perspective because, to have a wage, even in an exploitative job, means you are part of an explicit social contract: you do the work, you get paid. You can
quit or get fired, you can get a new job; neither of these options is possible for the unwaged housewife whose work is not separated from her life, if she is allowed to call it work. ¢ÃÂÂIf housework is understood as somehow beneath some people then no architecture can undo this hierarchy¢ÃÂÂ The women with whom Federici wrote were housewives
as wellÃ Âas women who had jobs outside the home. Both groups resisted the separation made between so-called productive labour (the work done in factories, offices and fields) and the work they did to feed, clean and tend to the men, to the children who would go on to work, to fix the home so that all this work could keep happening. These worlds
are continuous and co-dependent, but the wage for this combined effort goes to one person, and the work done in the house is apparently without value or skill. Cleaning and cooking aside, caring is held up by Federici as the most pernicious part of this transaction. Emotional labour ¢ÃÂÂ smiling, having sex ¢ÃÂÂ has been understood as part of the
role of ¢ÃÂÂwoman¢ÃÂÂ to such an extent that, until feminists campaigned about it, domestic abuse was not seen as a crime. To say that we want wages for housework is to expose the fact that housework is already money for capital, that capital has made and makes money out of our cooking, smiling, fucking. To argue for a wage means forcibly
removing ideas of love fromÃ Âthe home-based aspects of production. It means putting pressureÃ Âon governments to provide good services. It means treating men and women as equals. If we assume that housework is not real work ¢ÃÂ¦Â then no one is entitled to any institutional support for raising a family. Then the state is correct when it claims
that raising our children is a personal responsibility and if we want daycare centres, for instance, we haveÃ Âto pay for them.Ã Â Architecture has had all sorts of collisions with exploitative labour and with the heralding of the familyÃ Âas some kind of emancipatory balm to the alienationÃ Âof capital. Federici writes that ¢ÃÂÂin the course of the 20th
century, the working-class family has become more and more isolated from the rest of the community. Housing politics, with the creation of suburbia, have accelerated this process¢ÃÂÂ. The family-friendly UnitÃ©Â in Marseille was builtÃ Âto encourage the production of more families to permit successive generations a retirement. In Sweden, Sven
Markelius and Alva Myrdal thought the family home could help both parents work through collectivising cleaning, and childhood. Their kollektivhus employed staff to provide these services, echoing the feminism "al tooth" of the radical housing project of Vienna, where household appliances such as washing machines and irons were made collective
(although they were still women who did the job). “To have a wage, even in an exploitative job, means you are part of an explicit social contract” If domestic work is understood as somehow under some people then no architecture can cancel this hierarchy. More's utopia has had a class of service of foreigners and criminals – the maid's miniature
room, from Hong Kong to Beirut, where workers live in the houses that clean, are another expression of this ancient distinction between those who time and life, are valued and those who are not. We can see a glimmer of Federici utopia in the popular como in Lima, municipal urban kitchens where work and pleasure of cooking is shared by groups of
volunteers during periods of economic difficulty. Here, alternative models of vulnerability and strength are found in non-family kitchens. Emerged by national strikes and economic difficulties, kitchens were organized by changing groups of women who group skills, time and resources on the left. Reading Federici is meeting a call to arms in urgent
and persuasive prose. She will also make you a utopian, looking for small fragments of hope and huge changes in perspective. Identifying how and with the housewife, architects can begin to unravel the history of their profession. Unfortunately, many women – especially single women – are afraid of the prospect of wages for domestic work because
they are afraid to identify even for a second with the housewife. They know that this is the most impotent position in society and notrealize that they are also housewives. This is our weakness, our slavery is maintained and perpetuated through this lack of di We want and must say that we are all housewives, we are all prostitutes and we are all gay,
because as long as we accept these divisions and we think that we are something better, something different from a housewife, then we accept the logic of the master. This piece is present in the number of AR September on money – click here to buy your copy today Add a review and share your thoughts with other readers. Be the first. Add a review
and share your thoughts with other readers. Be the first. In 1972 feminists from Italy, England and the United States convened in Padua, Italy, for a two-day conference. Associated with the extra-parliamentary left, the anti-colonial struggles and the alternatives to the communist party, these activists have composed a declaration of action, the "State
of the International Women's Collective". The statement rejects a separation between unsold work in the house and wage labor in the factory, uttering domestic work as a critical ground in the class struggle against capitalism. “The autonomy of men is autonomy from the capital that uses the power of men to discipline us.” Silvia Federici, an Italian
expat who lives in New York, attended the conference and then returned to New York to found the New York Wages for Housework Committee. In the following years, the Wages for Housework committees were launched in several cities in the United States. In any case, these groups are organized independently, apart from the male wage workers.
As “Theses on Wages for Housework” (1974) he put it, “Autonomy by men is Autonomy by the capital that uses the power of men to discipline us.” In New York, the Wages for Housework Committee consisted of no more than twenty women, who maintained close links with the Italian Triveneto Committee and the Power of Collective Women in
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e ,avalrap etneg al iuc id asoclauq are Ãtilanoizesretni'lled amirp otlom ,elaizzarretni ongepmi odnoforp id ogoul nu own money; and in the long term, refusing to continue to give the capitalist class an immense amount of unpaid work, as generations of have have done. And refusing to continue to ignore that the home is a sort of factory, and that
domestic work is what makes every other form of work possible, as it produces the workers. This was never meant to be a prescription for women not to work outside the home. It meant rather that when we did leave the home, we would be able to do that with more power and not out of desperation, not because we would have to accept any job that
came along, just so we could have some economic autonomy. JR: Can you comment on the wider relationship between local and international feminist movements, especially in terms of labor organizing? SF: Capital is international, so activism against capitalism must also be international. This was something we understood when we formed the
International Feminist Collective in Padova in the summer of 1972. Organizing internationally allowed us to develop a stronger critique of capitalism than we could gain from a purely national perspective. On a day-to-day basis, it meant that our organization focused on what we could do in New York and the United States more broadly, but that we
also tried regularly to have international meetings where we could exchange documents and analysis, so that we would have a broader view of the struggles we all shared. Today, as well, we see the need for international organizing, as is happening around the issue of violence against women. Violence is not uniform; it affects some women much more
profoundly than others. Clearly violence affects women of color, especially in the United States, much more intensely than it does white women. Likewise does it affect women in the Global South differently than in the North. And yet as women we all have been raised knowing that we cannot go out at night, that we have to be careful about where we
go, when, how we dress because many men will feel entitled to sexually harass us. From childhood, women of my generation were prepared otnat ¬Ãsoc rep atarellot atats ¨Ã acitsemod azneloiv al ©Ãhcrep ageips otseuQ !âomouâLâ otats ol otamaihc eresseneb lus ennod el ,07' inna ilgen ehc allun rep ¨Ã noN .oiralas ous li e omou'l osrevartta ennod
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a crime. We started seeing rape as a form of domestic discipline. It is a way to adjust the time and space of women: You shouldn't beAt night alone without your husband, you should stay in your house with your children, do your homework, prepare for the next day, etc. If you are out, then prepare, you know the threat of rape it is an undisputed
discipline on time and the space of women. We must not forget, also, that violence against women is linked to the abuse of children, the other great population that is subjected to violence that is not recognized as such. Children can be beaten because, as for women, the state accepts that this is a necessary way to discipline them, to prepare them for
future forms of exploitation. And violence against women is continuous with violence against all blacks, women and men, even if from slavery to the present this has taken very brutal and destructive forms. Violence is always necessary to force people to accept a subordinate place in society, to impose intense forms of exploitation. JR: What aspects of
the Wages for Housework platform have been more frequently misunderstood at the moment? SF: The larger feminist movement was responsible for improving women's conditions, but not to transform society away from capitalism. We considered it was impossible to do the first without making the latter. Violence is always necessary to force people
to accept a subordinate place in society, to impose intense forms of exploitation. The wages for housework were misunderstood as saying, money so that they can stay at home, doing the same domestic work. We have actually seen wages for domestic work as a refusal strategy, like a strategy that gives us more options, more power to decide how to
organize our life. We have been accused of â € œThe institutionalize women in the houseâ €. But many women we met would tell us that they were already institutionalized at home Without their own money, they could not go anywhere or they could not leave their husbands even if they wanted. Expenses for domestic housework the final goal for us,
as it is assumed that some critics — that is not to say that it was not a powerful goal in itself. we believed that the fight for wages for housework would be the fastest way to force the state to give us free assistance and other key support services. Unfortunately the movement of women has not yet been able to get them! I think this is partly because
the movement has put all its energy into the entrance of spaces dominated by the male, and has not struggled to change the conditions of reproductive work, in particular in relation to domestic work, to the education of children and other forms of care work. Meanwhile, instead of providing more services to women, the state has actually reduced
access to services that were available. Today it is more difficult to get kindergarten and child care that was in the late 1960s. Our strategy was to fight on the ground where women are stronger, on issues that affect everyone, such as homework, sexuality, and child growth, as well as paid work. When the question of paid maternity leave went to the
supreme court in 1976, few feminists supported him because they feared that if these “privileges” were granted, they would never have the right to ask for equality. However, when in the early 1980s the masses of women were entering wage labor, they discovered that equality remained elusive because they still had to perform a lot of unpaid work at

home, care for children, relatives. and then they had to fight separately their battles, each in their place of work, and at a time when all the organization of work had been reversed because of globalization. there was the dismantling of the industrial complex in the United States, with jobs abroad, withState cutting services, so women were entering
the workforce at the time when the roof of the factory was falling. JR: How your activism has been helped or hindered by the technology of Di day? Capital is international, so activism against capitalism must also be international. SF: It is hard to tell. But I don¢ÃÂÂt think that the lack of computers and the Internet was a problem. It meant we spent
more time talking to women in the street, in laundromats, and other places where women would gather. I think that was very important, the face-to-face encounters; it helped establish better communication than is made available by encounters online. Generally I think that the Internet consumes a lot of our time but not necessarily in more politically
productive ways. We are submerged by more information than we can handle, have constant requests that we cannot respond to or that force us to become very superficial in our responses. In addition, I still have stacks of letters I exchanged with women in England, Italy, and Canada, and some are like articles in the ways they analyze the political
situation in these localities¢ÃÂÂa lot of thought went into these letters. There is nothing like that today. That said, I do not doubt that the Internet and computers are also opening up new possibilities. possibilities.
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